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The biggest event at the hospital during the past two weeks was the monthly 
Clinical Conference held on April 19th. Capt. Rufus Alldredge, M.C.e, AoU.S. was ine 
vited to give & paper on amputations. Red who was a Resident here from *36 to '39 
is. now in charge of a large and very active amputation center at the England General 
Hospital, Atlantic City, New Jersey. He thought that a presentation of cases might 
be of more interest so he went to a great deal of trouble and brought up a busload 
. Of 16 patients. All of these patients had either 2 unilateral or bilateral amputae 
tion of either the lower or upper extremity, and he presented each one of them, 
besides giving a splendid paper and presentation of the. post-operative care and 
training of amputees, An amazingly fine job had been done on the rehabilitation of 
these men and we were all’ extremely gratified to see the amount of useful function 
particularly in the bilateral amputations of the upper extremities. Capt. Alldredge 
.&also brought along considerable equipment illustrating the most up-to-date apparatus. 
There has apparently been a considerable swing to a new cotton base plastic mterial 
which is very light, also considerable improvement in function has been obtained by 
the use of a wire inside of a coil instead of the former rope and pulley effect. 
The meeting was closed by Dr. Wilson who made a plea for the proper reception not 
only for the amputees but for the many plastic cases which will soon be returning to 
civilian life. He stressed the importance to the individual of not finding shocked 
Surprise or withdrawal and also emphasized that we must school ourselves to a casual 
reception if these patients are to be psychologically able to return to their normal 
place in society, After the session the patients were given an early supper in the 
Residents* Dining Room. The waitresses vied with one another for the privilege of 
Serving our guests. A bountiful supply of Manhattans were served to the men before 
dinner...On leaving, the four waitresses, namely, Catherine Connolly, Anna Brunette, 
Arvida Curtz, Mary Covendry, presented the boys who hed to go back to: England Geneml 
Hospital with four or five large cakes which they themselves had purchased for the 
boys. -Mr. Young, the Assistant to the Director, had arranged with Mr. Beverly Kelly, 
the publicity manager for Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey*s Greatest Show on Earth, 
for tickets for eight amputees who had a weekend furlough. True to good circus © 
technique of doing things in a big way, Mr. Kelly provided them with the. best seats, 
a box right up in front in the center of the Garden. When the boys were thanked for 
coming to the hospital, they remarked practically in unison, "Oh, we had a grand 
time. ‘Won't you invite us again?" The spirit and morale of these boys, on the 
whole, was -remrkable and made one feel very humble. We were all very proud of our 
alumus, Capt. Alldredge,. — , | ya's , 


Miss Frances Engeman, for the last two years Assistant Field Director with 
the American Red Cross in Europe, has returned to the’fold. Miss Engemin will take 
over the Social Service work in connection with the very active polio clinic, re= 
placing Mrs. Constance Petersen who is resigning to function as a full time house- 
wife. Miss Engeman returned to this country’on a large transport carrying American 
soldiers who until recently were prisoners of the Germans. During her two years 


a 


abroad, she served first in Africa and later in Sicily and Italy. Since she reached 
New York less than two weeks ago, she has not yet had the opportunity to tell us 
much about her experiences but we are planning to have her speak to the hospital 
staff in connection with our hospital drive for the Seventh War Loan. 


Olive Fischer has received a letter from Lt. Col. Armand K. Fischer whom 
we reported in a recent issue as Chief of the Orthopredic Service at the Billings 
General Hospital. He writes that he is a patient recuperating from a stomach ail- 
ment at the Crile General Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. We all send him our best 
wishes and hope that he will soon be back on duty at Billings. 


Dr. Wilson has received a letter from Harry Kirkland, dated April 8th, who 
is now with a large field unit moving east of the Rhine. He writes, "I was.in 
Antwerp recently and in between Vebombs became engaged to Marjorie Hervey, complet= 
ing the second American Hospital in Britain union in our groupe” Congratulations, 
Harry. "I saw Bill Wyckoff who beat me to it by a couple of years, just before 
leaving England, He is now @ Captain. Have heard some tall tales of Mike Donovan's 
prowess as an airborne surgeon.“ 


Lt. Cmdr. Burr Curtis attended our Monday morning conference on April 23rde 
He is still located at, Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn, NeYe 


It looks like we will have to put park benches out in front of the hospital 
these sunny days, for Roly Maier and Frank Pettengill were observed holding a consul» 
tation Barney Baruch style while sitting in the bright sunshine on the wall in front 
of the hospital. é 


Miss Eleanor Fox, former OR.» Supervisor, stopped in for a visit on 
April 18th, accompanied by Miss May Coughlin whom some of our staff may remember as 
e former nurse, connected with the hospital whan it was situated next to Grand 
Central Station. When the new hospital was built in 1912, Miss Coughlin remained - 
with us for a number of years, and says that she still finds the same friendly | 
spirit. pervading. the hospital as existed more than thirty years ago. Miss Fox was 
beaming as usual.and said she wanted to be remembered to all the men who are awy 
and wants to tell them that when they come back she would like to treat them toa 
good dinner. 


We are happy to receive a letter from Dr. G. T. Blydenburgh who was a 
resident on our surgical service in 1918 and is now Director of Student Health 
Service, Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. We wish that we would hear more 
from other members of our Alumni so that we could pass more news along, Dr. 
Blydenburgh writes, “To Doctor Wallace I must give credit, not only for the memories 
of Re & Ce days, but. also for being on your miling list for the Record and Chrome. 
He persuaded Arthur Kimberly, now a pediatrician in Worcester, Massachusetts, and 
me to be student internes. the last time we were at Cornell, away back in the winter 
of 1917-18. .We ‘messed around a bit*, got plaster all. over our hands and-shoes and 
trailed the long line trying. to keep up with Doctor, Whitman. To get hardened for 
our military duty which we expected on graduation wé slept on the roof, all that 
winter! During a tour of duty with the Navy and eleven years as a missionary in 
China and since 1930 in the Student Health Service, I have kept.pleasant memories 
of those days on East 42nd Street. The influence of the fine men of those days is 
still with me, Your sheet is most interesting. .Since the first few issues, it 
has not mentioned men I know, but it does reflect the fine spirit which now . 
dominates the institution. Dr. Harlan Wilson and Doctor H.B. Lacy are both extreme~ 
ly busy in nearby Columbus, but they find time to give special attention to the Ohio 
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Wesleyan students I send them in consultation. Please keep the Record and Chronicle 
comings In rummaging through an old box of letters which my parents had saved from 
my China days, I'found some envelopes and stamps that might possibly’ be useful in 
your work with the wounded." We want to thank Dr. Blydenburgh for the box: of stamps 
and covers which:he so'kindly sent,. © ie 0) er RANG EMS : 


We also acknowledge receipt of stamps from Mrs. K. Johnston, Mrs. Frances 
Hoepli, Miss Lorena Croft, Miss Lydia Drought, Miss Elfrieda Ascher, Miss Jessie 
‘Tright, Miss Alice Holihan, Mrs, Clara Elms, Mrs, Florence Somm, arid Drs Richmond 
Stephens. pon vif | | ) , b mpeg % 


We all are acquainted with the splendid work which the Seabees are doing 
and we are glad tobe able to report news from Frank J. Santangelo, Sc. 2/c¢ who is. 
a Seabee. We would also like to report from another one of our members who is with 
the Seabees, namely, Lt. Comdr. Horwich. ‘Ye hope that someday Dave will geta 
chance to send us some news. Frank writes from the Marianas, "Reading over the R. 
& Coy: I find it to be either Army or Navy stories. I too have a story to tell about : 
the Fighting Seabees or the supersmen of the Navy. ‘When we landed on the island 
from Hawaii, we all hed the feeling that now our play stops and wrk begins. We 
set up our pup tents until a sugar cane field for our camp site was cleared. Te" 
now have the best looking camp on the island. ‘We have the Marines and Army envying 
us. We were given a certain date for°us to complete the Air Base and we-are doing 
nicely as far as progress is:going on. Our battalion is the leading Seabee outfit 
as far as hauling the most coral from the coral pit to the Air. Strip. At first the 
Army Engineers corps said, "It is impossible to run an Air Strip over that area of 
jand' « hills and what not have to be moved. Well, we Seabees have a motto, ‘Can 
Do' and we sure do apply it. I feel as if I ama part of that Air Strip for I was 
assigned to cook out there to save time travelling. back and forth from job to campe 
I saw what was going on and we sure do deserve all credit due us, It reminds you — 
of a lot of ants running back and forth, We get no citations or glory. I get 
dishpan hands’ and burns but we will get'the satisfaction of hearing those B-29"s 
taking off and giving Tokyo hell.” He sends his regards to all. 


The former shirtsleeve twins, Tom Morrissey and Dean Makowski, are now 
triplets. Allen Abrahams, resident surgeon in 1944, has now rolled up his Sleeves 
and is walking third in line behind Tom and Dean, helping out :on the Urological 
Service, cle odd | bos £9 a: Dim 


To satisfy Col. Coley's inquiry, the Editor visited the Hernia Club the 
other day to find that the boys still have time to sit with their feet on the desk 
and to swap stories. Foam mattresses have not yet been added and some were com=" 
plaining that due to the absence of cushions they were getting jeep disernse. They 
vere waiting the arrival of Wag for some new stories. ‘lalter Jones had not yet 
fathomed the last story which ‘lag had told. It was explained to him, however, and 
he saw the point. Sorryy we cannot pass.on the storye Dave Gillespie started: us 
all reminiscing when: he told us: of:a recent visit which he had with Dr. William-A. 
Downes. Through Dr. Gillespie, Dr. Downes exitends his greetings and best wishes to 
all, she 


Mary Rose reports hearing froma friend in California that Dr. Doneld 
Francis, Orthopaedic Resident 1937-39, and formerly a Captain stationed at Letter- 
man General Hospital, received a medical discharge from the Army in January, 


Grace McCullough is beaming all over, for an additional X+ray drier which 
was ordered on November 22, 1944 was just delivered on April 24th. 
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Pfc. Daniel Debell, a-former orderly in the Plaster: Room, writes us from 
Camp Rucker, Alebama that he is no longer with a medical detachment and was trans- 
ferred from Camp Swift, Texas and is now being trained as an infantryman at his 
present address. He writes, "I will have to close now with regards to all as it is 
time for me, to go hack to Ke Pes 


Grover vfa.len Gannon (Tommy), the nig pitaiss, official éptobabs has 
received a letter from Sergeant John Higgins who used to be general utility man at 
the Information Desk. Sergeant Higgins writes from somewhere in the Pacific, "I 
am now in a medical outfit. ‘fe don't handle sick or wounded unless they are our 
ewn.. I guess you could call us, engineers attached to the Medical Corps. Our job 
is to clean up swamps that have malaria mosquitoes and kill off»rats and such that 
spread disease. iThe fly is also one of our enemies. I received the shoehorn for 
Christmas, Thanks a lot. I read in the Record & Chronicle some of the uses for it. 
It doesn't help me much to put on my. shoes but I do find by reshaping. it a little . 
it mkes a wonderful spoon for your C rations. It doesn't get rusty like the GI 
spoons. It is very light and no one can steal it from you for your name is_ ‘stemped 
on it", aad sends his regards to all at the hospital, 


Mrs. Ralph Rowen (nee mratns Frank) stopped in for a visit on April oath, 
looking as attractive as ever. She says that Ralph has accepted an appointment to 
the staff. of the University of Arkansas Medical School, and they expect to move to 
Little Rock very soon. 


' Dre Fenvick Beekman has received an interesting letter from his son, 
Chaplain, lst Lieut. Gerard Beekman, telling of his landing in Scotland and his 
trip to Belgium;in box cars. ‘hile on the way, he picked up a slight case of 
atypical pneumonia which necessitated hospitalization. He writes, "Donald Dial, 
one of yur..confreres at R« & Cs. in New York, is also here doing Orthopaedics, and 
he asked to be remembered to you. Spring is here with a ree and the tent 
I am in is in the eae a of a shalghabadery: orchard." 


. Was Rich Bb éshensosunpriigéd on last Thursday when his son, Bob, Yeoman, 
3rd Class, dropped in the hospital unannounced on a 15 day furlough from the Naval 
Training Station in Miami, Florida, where he is connected with the print shop. 
Miss Beatrice McEwan, Purchasing Agent of the Haspital, has been sick in 
Gibney Pavilion since Palm Sunday. We are glad to report that she is progressing 
very nian yar ya d | : 


Je have leanntd that Kenneth Ls ets sie Ontfonabidte Resident 1935-37, was 
in practice, specializing in orthopaedics, in Rochester, New York, until August 1, 
1944 when he was finally accepted by the Navy. His address is, Lieut. Kenneth Le 
Cooley, UsSeNes CoTCe Dispensary, Davisville, Rhode Island. We understand that 
he is very happy. in that he is able to follow his speciality of orthopaedics at 
this U.S. Naval Construction Batallion Base, 


The Board of Managers have engaged 2 firm of Consultants in Personnel 
Relations to mke a job analysis and job classification study of all positions in 
the hospital with the hope that such a study may reveal ways and means of bethany 
our employment problems and employer reletionship. 


